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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TFD Establishes Asia Democracy & Human Rights Award
ISTANBUL AND TAIPEI, 2 April 2006:  The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD) today launched a major new initiative, the Asia Democracy & Human Rights Award.  The initiative was announced to the international community at the opening dinner of the Fourth Assembly of the World Movement for Democracy (WMD), which was convened today in Istanbul, Turkey. 

In order to support democratic development and promote human rights in Asia, the TFD will confer the Award each year on one individual or institution that have demonstrated long-term commitment to and outstanding leadership in advancing democracy or advocating human rights through peaceful means in the region.  The Award will consist of a grant of US$100,000 to support the ongoing work of the laureate and his or her organization.  

The Board of the TFD unanimously approved the Award Guidelines on 21 March 2006, with the enthusiastic support of Chairman Wang Jin-pyng (Speaker of the Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament). The first Award will be presented this year, at a ceremony on 10 December, International Human Rights Day, and President Chen Shui-bian will be invited to confer the Award. 

As TFD President Michael Y.M. Kau, PhD, declared to the assembled delegates at the WMD Assembly, "This Award is a statement of Taiwan’s dedication to the universal principles of democracy, and our support for all those who are fighting now, as we once fought, for freedom." 
Nominations are open to the public, effective immediately.  Nominations should be made by at least two credible international democracy or human rights organizations or individuals and submitted no later than 30 June.  The complete rules for the Award process, as well as nomination forms, are available for download on the TFD's website, http://www.tfd.org.tw.
Contact Persons:
Istanbul
Russell Hsiao, TFD Booth, Lütfi Kirdar Convention Centre
Taipei  
Echo Lin, TFD (886-2) 2708-0100, ext. 213
The TFD is the first national democracy assistance foundation in Asia, established in June 2003 with an integrated, two-track mission.  Domestically, the TFD strives to play a positive role in consolidating Taiwan’s democracy and fortifying its commitment to human rights; internationally, the Foundation hopes to become a strong link the world’s democratic network, joining forces with related organizations around the world. For further information, please consult http://www.tfd.org.tw .
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