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Press Release
28 January 2007
2006 Asia Democracy & Human Rights Award 

Conferred on Reporters sans frontières
Secretary-General Ménard: Journalists’ criticism is “price of democracy” 
The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy today honored Reporters sans frontières (RSF or Reporters Without Borders) with the first annual Asia Democracy & Human Rights Award (ADHRA) to recognize its outstanding achievements in human rights and democracy. The TFD invited President Chen Shui-bian to present the 2006 Asia Democracy & Human Rights Award sculpture (designed to represent the shield of democracy and human rights) to RSF founder and Secretary-General Robert Ménard, and TFD Chairman Wang Jin-pyng presented the award grant of US$100,000. 
Speaking at the award ceremony, President Chen expressed his appreciation for RSF’s energetic defense of the values of democracy and human rights, not only demonstrating active concern for journalists oppressed by dictatorial regimes, but also monitoring press freedom in democratic countries. He continued that this effort has particular significance for democratic deepening and the consolidation of a “human rights Asia.” He also hopes that, through the establishment of the ADHRA, all journalists can recognize the power of media in globalization and the impact of the media on nations’ political development, civil morality and national competitiveness, as well as its promotion of transitional justice.

On behalf of the TFD, Chairman Wang Jing-pyng stated that the TFD went through a fair and rigorous review process to select the award winner. He explained that the reason that RSF was chosen to receive the first award is its dedication to and notable achievements in the campaign for press freedom and human rights in the Asian region. He added, “It is our wish that this Award from the TFD can support the RSF to continue its work, in order that all peoples around the world can enjoy freedom, democracy and peace as soon as possible.”     

The TFD created the ADHRA in 2006 in order to support democratic development and promote human rights in the Asian region. The Award is conferred on individuals or organizations that have demonstrated long-term commitment to and outstanding leadership in advancing democracy or advocating human rights through peaceful means in the Asian region. 
In his acceptance speech, Secretary-General Ménard first expressed his gratitude to the TFD, saying that although RSF has received awards from the European Parliament, the King of Spain, etc., “the prize that you are giving us today has a special value for us, a special symbolic impact, because press freedom gets an especially rough ride in Asia.”
Secretary-General Ménard continued, “The countries of Asia are today facing a choice, a choice of system. They can continue, as many of them have, with authoritarian or even totalitarian regimes – I am thinking of the People’s Republic of China, obviously, but also of Vietnam, Laos, North Korea, Burma and Singapore, to cite just a few examples – or they can opt for democracy, pluralism and press freedom. Taiwan has chosen its camp. It is our camp too.”
Secretary-General Ménard reaffirmed RSF’s long-standing support for Taiwanese journalists who are excluded from working in the United Nations system, including the World Health Organisation, saying “no matter today or tomorrow, we can never accept this.”
Secretary-General Ménard further declared that the criticism of journalists is “democracy’s oxygen.” He elaborated, “This is why they must be protected and respected, even when their criticism seems unfair. This is the price of democracy.” Referring to Taiwan’s media conditions, he stated, “I do not mean there are no problems, but they are the same problems that one finds in other democracies.” For example, the President of France has harshly criticized the French media.
Immediately following the award ceremony, the TFD held a seminar jointly with the Association of Taiwan Journalists (ATJ) on the topic, “The Media and Democracy.” Chaired by TFD President Wen-cheng Lin, the panel consisted of Secretary-General Ménard; Eve Chiu, Executive Director, Foundation for Excellent Journalism Award; Cheryl Lai, Editor-in-chief, Central News Agency; and Ti Wei, Associate Professor, Tamkang University. In a vibrant discussion, the panel addressed the topics of the role and responsibility of the media in the process of democratization; the relations between Taiwan’s media and the government and political parties; what international press organizations do to help the situation of press freedom and freedom of speech in China, as well as freedom to report in China, and how to overcome China’s controls over the internet; and the obstacles Taiwanese reporters face in covering international meetings and activities.  
The TFD created the ADHRA in 2006 in order to support democratic development and promote human rights in the Asian region. The Award is conferred on individuals or organizations that have demonstrated long-term commitment to and outstanding leadership in advancing democracy or advocating human rights through peaceful means in the Asian region.  
RSF was nominated for the ADHRA by 2003 Nobel Peace Laureate Shirin Ebadi, China’s “64tianwang.com” webmaster Huang Qi, and Médecins sans frontières founder Bernard Kouchner. The nominators all strongly affirmed the work of the organization in Asia.
The TFD will continue confer the ADHRA each year from now on. The deadline for the 2007 Award nominations is 30 June 2007. Details will be available on the TFD website, www.tfd.org.tw
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