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Guidelines for the Asia Democracy and Human Rights Award

[Article 1] Policy:

The Guidelines for the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy’s (hereafter referred to as “TFD”)
“Asia Democracy and Human Rights Award” (hereafter referred to as “the Award”) are issued
pursuant to Articles 2 and 6 of the TFD’s Bylaws.

[Article 2] Mission:

In order to support democratic development and promote human rights in the Asian region,
the TFD will confer the Award on individuals or institutions that demonstrate outstanding
contributions in advancing democracy or advocating human rights through peaceful means in
the Asian region.

[Article 3] Number of Recipients and Amount of Award:

1. The TFD will select one individual or institution each year as the recipient of the Award.
The Award laureate will receive a grant in the amount of USD 100,000 and a plaque.

2. Payment of the grant as provided in the preceding paragraph shall be made in compliance
with Taiwan’s related tax regulations.

[Article 4] Nominees’ Qualifications and Evaluation Criteria

Nominees for the Award shall be individuals or institutions that have demonstrated
outstanding leadership and made significant contributions to the advancement of democracy
or to the improvement of human rights in the Asian region, regardless of race, religion,
nationality, class, or gender. The nominees, as individuals or institutions, are selected based
upon the following criteria:

1. The nominee shall have made concrete and significant contributions to the advancement
of democracy or human rights movements.

2. The nominee shall have a high level of integrity that is respected by others and should
possess a strong spirit of altruism.

3. The nominee shall have made creative and unique contributions to foster the development
of regional democracy or human rights protection.

[Article 5] Nomination Process
1. Nominations are open to the public, and any nominated individual or institution must be



nominated in writing by at least two credible international democracy or human rights
organizations or individuals. The nomination form is available for download from the
TFD’s official website at http://www.tfd.org.tw.

Any person currently sitting on either review board is not eligible to make the

abovementioned nomination.

[Article 6] Recommendation Materials
The nominating organizations shall sign and submit a completed nomination form to the TFD,

together with the following information about the nominee:

1.

The nominee’s outstanding contribution to and leadership in the promotion of democracy
or the advocacy of human rights.
The nominee’s publications or relevant media coverage.

. An agreement letter signed by the individual nominee or the responsible person of the

nominated institution.

All other relevant reference materials.

All pertinent documents from the nominator and the nominee must be received by the
TFD no later than June 30 of each year.

[Article 7] Composition of the Review Boards

1.
2.

The review process includes two stages: preliminary review and final review.

Preliminary review shall be conducted by the Preliminary Review Board (PRB), of which
the president of the TFD shall preside as the chair. The chair shall invite six TFD senior
advisors or international advisors to serve on the PRB.

Final review shall be conducted by the Final Review Board (FRB), of which the
chairperson and president of the TFD shall be permanent members, and the chairperson of
the TFD shall preside as the chair. The chair shall invite five prominent personages from
Taiwan and abroad to serve on the FRB.

[Article 8] Review Process

1.

The PRB is responsible for verifying the validity of the submitted information regarding
the nominees’ qualifications and achievements. The PRB may select no more than five
candidates to submit to the FRB at a meeting with a two-thirds quorum and a vote of at
least two-thirds of the members present.

The FRB shall deliberate on the candidates submitted by the PRB. The FRB shall make
the final selection of the Award laureate at a meeting with a three-fourths quorum by a
vote of three-fourths of the members present.

The decision on the Award laureate shall be announced to the public after having been
affirmed by the TFD Board of Trustees.

[Article 9] Principles of Ethical Standards and Privacy



1. All members of the review boards shall abide by strict ethical standards and the principles
of impartiality and privacy and shall avoid conflict of interest. All members of the review
boards and their relatives are not eligible for nomination; all information regarding the
nominees, review process, and all relevant information shall be kept strictly confidential.

2. All members of the TFD Board of Trustees and its employees are not eligible for
nomination.

[Article 10] Schedule for Nomination, Review, Announcement, Ceremony

1. The TFD will accept nominations for the Award between April 1 and June 30 of each year.

2. The review process shall begin on July 15 and end on September 30.

3. The decision on the Award laureate shall be made public on October 15.

4. The award ceremony shall be held on December 10, International Human Rights Day. The
TFD shall invite the President of Taiwan to confer the Award.

[Article 11] These Guidelines have come into effect after their adoption by the TFD Board of
Trustees. Any changes shall likewise be adopted by the TFD Board of Trustees.

Approved unanimously by the TFD Board on March 21, 2006
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