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Good Afternoon, President Chen and Mr. Wang, Chairman of the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy.
It is a great honor to accept this prestigious award for Asian democracy and human rights.

We strongly believe that the efforts and accomplishments of Taiwan’s peaceful transition to democracy are a landmark in the worldwide spread of democracy.

Since 1962, our homeland in Burma has been ruled by brutal military dictators. Today, Burma has become an international pariah, the least developed nation according to the UN, with a health system ranked second worst in the world. Burma is a country consistently ranked one of the most corrupt in the world, a global center for the narcotics trade, and a major source of human trafficking.

Over the past ten years, the military has destroyed more than three thousand villages in Eastern Burma, forcing 1.5-2 million people from their homes. Reports of widespread human rights abuses carried out by the military on the civilian population include the common use of forced labor and the systematic rape of women in several conflict areas in the country. A recent report from the Back Pack Health Worker Team indicates that the situation in Eastern Burma resembles that of African countries in the grip of widespread humanitarian disasters such as Sierra Leone, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Angola and Rwanda.
The Burmese military junta is the source of the problem, not only through its abuses and neglect for the welfare of the people, but also through increasing restrictions on humanitarian aid efforts, particularly on ethnic minorities living in rural Burma. The government of Burma has been expanding its armed forces at an alarming rate, and this expansion is sustained by the recruitment of children. 
The recent demonstrations clearly show that people’s hope for a peaceful country and goal of a stable and democratic country never leave their hearts. During the last 19 years, I have been observing and participating with the people of Burma as they have been learning peaceful strategies for achieving their goals, and strengthening their commitment to political change in Burma. Groups, organizations and individuals have committed themselves to learning about dialogue and justice, in order to bring about peaceful change. At the same time, the people’s movement inside and outside of the country has become more coordinated and mutually supportive. There is much more understanding between those inside and outside of the country than there was in 1988. The demonstrations today are the manifestation of a movement that has been growing. Given the totalitarian conditions that all people live under, this is truly remarkable and the courage and bravery of the people of Burma must not be ignored. Action must be taken in response to the strength of the people’s desire for peace. 

Urgent is the need for long-term, sustainable support by the international community. Polite diplomacy and conditional engagement with the SPDC has not worked. In fact, trade and investment has provided them with the means to perpetuate their repressive rule. We urge the international community to work on an agenda for women's issues, to address the atrocities of the Burmese military regime's ways which put the interests of the Burmese people and of long-term social stability in the region above named commercial interest, as well as to support the individuals and community organizations who are working along the border to relieve suffering at the hands of regime.

Thank you very much for your attention.
