Preface

The third wave of democratization is impressive, but neither complete nor
fully safeguarded. It has led to a sweeping political change in southern
Europe, Latin America, Eastern and central Europe, and, indeed, Sub-
Saharan Africa, but the record in Asia, and for that matter in the Middle East
and North Africa, has been a checkered one. In Asia, so many autocracies
continue to exist that a call for a fourth wave of democracy is probably due.
In the Middle East and North Africa, democratic tides have just begun to
turn. While quite a few third-wave democracies in southern and central
Europe became consolidated within a decade of their origin, most of those in
East Asia and Latin America are still fragile and fledgling. Competitive poli-
tics in all forty Sub-Saharan polities is yet to progress to constitutional
democracy.

A few prominent journals assiduously study third-wave democracy and
have yielded admirable and influential scholarship. Published by the Taiwan
Foundation for Democracy —a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that is the
first of its kind in Asia—the Taiwan Journal of Democracy (TID) is pleased
to share the opportunity and duty of promoting ongoing studies of democrati-
zation. This new journal will be most attentive to empirical studies of Asian
democratic transition and consolidation. It also will emphasize interregional
comparison as well as theoretical discourse.

A Comparative Perspective

While we welcome stimulating, analytical, and thematic-oriented case stud-
ies, we also would like to forge dialogue among country specialists from
Asia and other regions. We firmly believe that comparison makes matters of
democratization clearer, that students of third-wave democracies should be
talking to, rather than over, one another, and that one can learn from any
democratic experience. Putting a few cases together easily creates a laborato-
ry of social science. One example is the evolution away from one-party dom-
ination in Senegal, Algeria, Mexico, Taiwan, and in a sense, Eastern and cen-
tral Europe. Democratic transition in these countries has followed a striking-
ly similar trajectory, yet, is bestowing different fates on their former ruling
parties, thereby giving us a quasi-experimental setting in which to examine
the making of party systems. Another example is transition justice, or the
question of "rectifying the wrongs of the past," a most salient issue in numer-
ous new democracies, including South Korea, South Africa, and Chile. A
group of new democracies with diverse historical backgrounds has chosen to
establish a truth commission (as in South Africa). One set of new democra-
cies has wrestled with the past by means of a protracted negotiation among
institutions (as in Chile), while still another set of nations has triggered a per-
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secution mechanism (as in South Korea). One wonders why these three sub-
sets of new democracies differ in dealing with the very intractable problems
of historical political legacy.

Interface between Praxis and Theory

Intellectual discourses on new democracies often pose a challenge to theo-
ries. Proponents of "Asian values" suggest that democracy as an institution is
culturally conditioned, a proposition that deserves thorough investigation in
the light of the now decade-long democratic experiment in some of the most
Confucian polities in Asia. Recent elections in Indonesia, Afghanistan, and
Lebanon may also shed new light on the much assumed and debated rela-
tionship between Islamism and democracy. What are really the conceptual
borderlines between factional competition and multiparty competition
(between Gorbachev's Soviet Union and pre-1993 Japan under the dominant
Liberal Democracy Party)? And why does respect for minorities as a norm in
a democracy carry such a different connotation in different polities, ranging
from ethnic balance, gender equality, sectarian harmony, and regional equi-
librium to multiclass agreement? Why is good governance equated with eco-
nomic performance and social stability in some new democracies, while with
due process, public oversight, free press, and accountability in some others?
These are examples of some of the issues on which theoreticians and empiri-
cists can exchange their views.

Each issue of the TJID will feature five to seven research essays and two
to three book reviews. It will also bring the readers up-to-date with demo-
cratic activities in Asia and other regions. Assembled in the inaugural issue
are excellent exampl
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