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Taiwan Foundation for Democracy 

International Cooperation Program
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 
I.  
Introduction


The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD) is the first democracy assistance foundation to be established in Asia, and is devoted to strengthening democracy and human rights in Taiwan and abroad.  

One of the Foundation’s core purposes is to promote research into global democratic and human rights development, in order to advance democracy-building theory and practice.  In particular, research into Taiwan's democratization experience can provide lessons for other democratizing countries, as well as identify areas where Taiwan still needs to improve.  Therefore, comparative research with reference to other newly democratized countries will also be encouraged.

II. 
Program Description
Postdoctoral Fellows should possess a Ph.D. or equivalent in a relevant field at the time of application, and may have received their doctoral degrees up to seven years prior to application.  Fellows may reside in Taiwan for up to one year to carry out in-depth research related to Taiwan's democratic and human rights development.  
Applicants are encouraged to form relationships with organizations and institutions dealing with democracy and human rights issues based in Taiwan.  The Foundation hopes that through an active exchange of ideas and expertise, Fellows may share their experiences with Taiwanese academics, practitioners, NGO’s, and think tanks, to further encourage democracy and human rights in Taiwan and internationally.  
By the end of their fellowship, Fellows should make at least one public presentation at the Foundation, as well as complete a substantial piece of writing for publication, in Chinese or English.  Fellows will be expected to periodically report to the Foundation on the progress of their research/study during their stay in Taiwan.   Fellows will be encouraged to participate in the wide range of conferences, seminars, and other events in Taipei and elsewhere in Taiwan.  There will be limited shared office space available at the Foundation’s headquarters in Taipei.
The stipend amount will be awarded after consideration of the complete application, including in particular the financial questionnaire, provided within this application.  

III.  
Calendar


There are two cycles every year for the Postdoctoral Fellowships: Cycle 1 allows Fellows to begin their research/study in Taiwan in the summer or fall, and Cycle 2 allows them to begin in the winter or spring.

Cycle 1:

Postmark deadline for applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 30
Notification of awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 1 

Beginning of fellowship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Summer/Fall

Cycle 2:

Postmark deadline for applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .October 31
Notification of awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 1 

Beginning of fellowship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Winter /Spring 
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Application
I.
Contact

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________




(Last) 


(First) 


(Middle initial)

Mailing Address:
_________________________________________________




_________________________________________________




_________________________________________________

Permanent Address:
_________________________________________________

(if different)



_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Home Phone: 

_________________________________________________


Work Phone: 

_________________________________________________

Email:


_________________________________________________

Fax: 


_________________________________________________

II.
Doctoral Studies

Institution from which you have received the PhD:
______________________________________________________________________________
Date received PhD (mm/yy): ___________________________________________________
Title and succinct description of dissertation:
 _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
III.  
Research Plan

1.  
Describe your research plan during your ten months in Taiwan, including the following information, in no more than five double-spaced pages:
· Description of ideas and problems to be explored, significance of these issues, objectives of the study; 

· Research design and methodology;

· Relevance of your work to the greater body of literature and knowledge;

· Progress to date of the proposed research, a timetable for the project, and potential collaborators (institutions or individuals).

2.
Explain how you will take advantage of the different opportunities the TFD Fellowship offers, in no more than one double-spaced page.

3.
Elaborate on how this proposed research is similar to or different from the topic of your dissertation, in no more than two double-spaced pages.

IV.
Financial Information
The Foundation awards stipends to Postdoctoral Research Fellows depending on a few key factors, including, for examples, past experience and cost of living.  To help the Foundation award each Fellow’s stipend amount, please answer the following questions.  Note that one round trip economy travel to Taiwan for the Fellow will be provided in addition to the stipend award.
Name:   _______________________________________________________________________



(Last) 


(First) 


(Middle initial)

Present position and employer: __________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Annual salary last year: _________________________________________________________
Additional sources of funding, if any, and amount:
 ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Please specify other information which you feel the Foundation may need to know when forming an award amount:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Attach additional information separately, if necessary.)

V.
Curriculum Vitae

Please send your CV, conveying the following information:
· Educational history, including degrees, diplomas, certificates (with dates), major subjects of study;

· Professional history, including names of institutions or organizations (with locations), titles of positions, dates in position;

· Awards, including scholarships, fellowships, prizes, honors (with sources and dates);

· Publications, with titles, dates, places of publication, publisher;
Language proficiency, reading, writing, and spoken (note that fluency in Mandarin Chinese is not required for the fellowships, but is considered favorable).

Taiwan Foundation for Democracy
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship
References
To the Applicant

Please ask two references to send their letters of recommendation directly to the TFD, postmarked by April 30, or October 31, depending on which cycle the applicant has chosen.
Taiwan Foundation for Democracy

No.4, Alley 17, Lane 147, Sec. 3 Sinyi Road

Taipei 106, Taiwan

Telephone +886 (2) 2708-0100

Fax +886 (2) 2708-1148

tfd@taiwandemocracy.org.tw

To the Recommender

You are being asked to write a letter of recommendation for a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Taiwan.  Please assess the candidate’s research proposal, in terms of its significance, structure, content, and feasibility.  Please comment on the candidate’s overall character, dedication to this line of research, intellectual creativity, and qualifications, academic or otherwise.  Include any factors which may provide insight when gauging the candidate’s likelihood for success in this fellowship.  Include how long you have known the candidate, and in what capacity.  Thank you. 

No.4, Alley 17, Lane 147, Sec. 3 Sinyi Road
Taipei 106, Taiwan
Telephone +886 (2) 2708-0100
Fax +886 (2) 2708-1148

tfd@taiwandemocracy.org.tw
http://www.tfd.org.tw

