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Press Release
“A Civil Society Dialogue on Securing Religious Freedom in the Indo-Pacific
Region” Opening Ceremony
“A Civil Society Dialogue on Securing Religious Freedom in the Indo-Pacific Region,”
co-hosted by the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD), the American Institute in
Taiwan (AIT), the International Religious Freedom (IRF) Roundtable, and the IRF
Secretariat, opened today (March 11) in Taipei. The event is also sponsored and
supported by Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the U.S. Department of State.
President Tsai Ing-wen, TFD Chairman Su Jia-chyuan, Deputy Foreign Minister Hsu
Szu-chien, and AIT Director William Brent Christensen delivered the opening
remarks for the opening ceremony and special guest U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for
International Religious Freedom Samuel D. Brownback gave a keynote speech.
TFD Chairman Su in his opening remarks acknowledged the diverse groups in the
Indo-Pacific region and how they have developed different religions and faiths that
reflect their respectively unique cultural values. He then pointed out how countries in
the region are suppressing the development of religions and demolishing cultural
heritages laden with religious significance to control the minds of the people.
“They have even mobilized troops to threaten and harm religious followers and
attempted to remold their ideologies and beliefs,” said Chairman Su. “These are
serious violations of the people’s rights and freedom.”
Chairman Su then called for authoritarian regimes to stop oppressing the development
of religion and harming people’s lives. “Clamping down on the minds of the people
and suppressing religions that guide people toward kindness will not make a country
more powerful,” he said.
President Tsai Ing-wen in her opening remarks echoed Chairman Su, saying that
religious freedom is still under threat around the world and governments engage in
discrimination and violence against people who simply want to follow their faith.
“Taiwan knows how it feels when someone tries to take away your rights, wipe out
your identity, and challenge your way of life,” said President Tsai. She then
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emphasized on how Taiwan will support those “whose religious rights were taken
away by authoritarian regimes” and is committed to creating a world “where people
are free from fear of persecution, or the fear of exile because of their religion or
ethnicity.”
Deputy Foreign Minister Hsu Szu-chien in his opening remarks reiterated Taiwan
being a responsible and reliable partner in the Indo-Pacific region and how the
country contributes to cross-Strait and regional stability and order.
“Today’s dialogue is yet another example to show how the U.S. and Taiwan can work
together to shape a more free and open regional environment for religious freedom,”
said Deputy Foreign Minister Hsu.
AIT Director William Brent Christensen in his remarks shared how his first exposure
to Taiwan was as a missionary in 1978 which only happened due to Taiwan’s
recognition of the freedom of religion.
“The freedom that has allowed religious communities in Taiwan to flourish has
benefited the United States as well as many other countries.,” said Director
Christensen. “Few places in the Indo-Pacific region, or worldwide for that matter, can
claim to have given birth to religious organizations that have done so much to inspire
the world and contribute to the common good beyond its own borders.”
U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom Samuel D.
Brownback in his keynote speech emphasized how Taiwan is “a democratic success
story” and “a force for good in the world.” The ambassador pointed out since 1999,
the U.S. Secretary of State has designated China and Burma as countries of particular
concern under the Religious Freedom Act of 1998. He especially recognized survivors
of religious persecution in the audience, including Y Phic H Dok, Dawa Tsering, and
Rushan Abbas, and also addressed Pastor John Cao, a Christian pastor who has been
imprisoned in China for over two years.
Ambassador Brownback called on the international community to come together and
advocate for religious freedom, saying that “the time for action has unfortunately
never been more urgent.” He emphasized the importance of civil society members
who “are at the frontline of promoting religious freedom around the world.”
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The opening ceremony for “A Civil Society Dialogue on Securing Religious Freedom
in the Indo-Pacific Region” brought together over 200 local and international guests,
with 80 participants from over 10 countries, including Burma, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Thailand, the United States, Vietnam, to
exchange experiences and discuss ideas on how to further consolidate religious
liberty.
Special guests included IRF Roundtable Chairman Gregory Mitchell, Uyghur Human
Rights Project Chairman Nury Turkel, Campaign for Uyghurs Executive Director
Rushan Abbas, H.H. the Dalai Lama Representative Dawa Tsering, Human Rights
Network for Tibet and Taiwan Chairperson Tashi Tsering, Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology Assistant Professor of China Studies Timothy Grose, and representatives
from the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, The General Association of Chinese Taoism
Chairman Rogen Hou, and the Taipei Grand Mosque Foundation, among others.
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