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Abstract
With the steady growth of naturalisation amongst foreign nationals in Taiwan, migrant spouses
have become an identifiable constituency in the electoral politics of Taiwan. This project aims to
explore the interaction between foreign-born citizens and political parties via the interface of
immigrant activists who are recognised for their potential influence over immigrant voters.
Conceptualising these activists as leaders in the immigrant community, this project investigates
their political participation through the lens of activism as a result of their political socialisation.
This project also investigates how political parties respond to foreign-born citizens’ political
participation in terms of nomination and vote mobilisation and. Underlining the intermediary
role played by grassroots organisations in this interaction, this project particularly examines
whether and how grassroots organisations play a role in influencing foreign-born citizens’ voting
preference, assisting their activism, and contributing to political parties’ electioneering and
agenda setting. Summarising preliminary findings of recent fieldwork conducted in the west
coast of Taiwan, this project make timely contributions to our understanding of how democracy
and partisan politics is perceived and exercised by foreign-born citizens in Taiwan. These
findings will generate valuable insights into how political parties, a critical institution in liberal
democracy, respond to foreign-born citizens’ political rights when there is a growing interest
amongst political parties and government agencies alike in using immigrant’s image for public
communication.
Speaker Biography
Isabelle Cheng is Senior Lecturer in East Asian and International Development Studies at the
University of Portsmouth. Taking Taiwan as a case study, her research focuses on migration in
East Asia and the Cold War in Taiwan. For the former, her research focuses on multiculturalism,
statelessness, sovereignty, political participation and, lately, migrant workers’ pregnancy. For the
latter, she concentrates on the politicisation of death for the war of retaking China and the use of
women broadcasters for propaganda. She is the Secretary-General of the European Association
of Taiwan Studies, and a Research Associate of the Centre for Taiwan Studies of the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London.
※ Please note that this event will be conducted in English.
※ Sign up at: https://reurl.cc/rllKXr
※ The event provides lunch.
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